Music Composition Process Diary

Initial thoughts:
As soon as we heard about the assessment, I decided that I wanted to make a movie. The initial thoughts that came into my head were of a spy/secret agent/action movie, with a Darling Harbor type setting with an orange sky. The moods that I decided on were

· A main theme (such as James Bond’s or Mission Impossible’s)

· An action sequence (fight scene)

· A saddening sequence (as the hero gets shot and falls deep, deep down into the ocean)

I also decided that this would have to be done with the Microsoft program “3D Movie Maker” (3dmm). The main inspiration for theme one came from the “Cowboy Bebop” theme, and so I wanted a latin/swing style. At the time, the second two themes hadn’t been fleshed out yet, however I knew that for the falling scene, I wanted some emotional shots, such as zooming straight into the eyes and the saddened face.
Wednesday 3/6/04:

Today I decided on a bass riff for the first theme. Continuing with the “Agent” theme… however it has a more light-hearted feel than most that I’ve seen. It sounds somewhat like a small bit of “Ballroom Blitz” (I believe it’s called), and walks through the keys of G, C and D (all minors). 

Friday 4/6/04:
I downloaded a 3dmm movie off of the Internet today… it was Redux, and it gave me this crazy idea that I should use two of the main characters in it (Lock the fly and Toad the frog) for my visual. It was after this that I realized the bass riff went absolutely perfectly with the words “Lock and Toad”… 

So I was in the shower that night… and as all good musicians do, had my most momentous discovery yet whilst humming. I suddenly came up with the perfect melody to go with my bass riff. So in order to remember this, I raced out of the shower and used the only recording capability we had at the time – Sound Recorder on our laptop. While this isn’t exactly the best quality for performance, the song was preserved, to be remembered. Yessssssss.

Saturday 5/6/04:
Emailed Gorosaurus today, asking him if I could have permission to use his characters, and if I could use his 3dmm skills to make the movie to go with the music. I would provide him with a couple of stills, and he would work around that. I have yet to hear a reply, here’s hoping it all goes well…

Sunday 6/6/04:

I now have permission from Jason Meckes (Gorosaurus) to use his characters Lock and Toad for this assessment. WOOHOO!!! (
Friday 11/6/04:
Made some slight variations to the original melody on Sound Recorder to make the song that little bit better. After this, I tried placing this music over the top of the original in the Lock and Toad trailer. With a little variation, it fit perfectly. Which is absolutely awesome. I’m stoked (
Thursday 1/7/04:
Came up with plot ideas and a new theme idea for an action theme today.

THEME:

Variation of Jet song, going down and with slightly different rhythm, with techno Matrix sort of tone colour.

PLOT:
After initial Lock and Toad trailer, there are many people watching this in the cinema. One attempts to swat a fly, only to find that this is Lock. Lock immediately stops the swatter, reversing it and thwacking the guy. All other men get annoyed and attempt to kill Lock, only to be beaten up (with new theme in background). Gets to last man, who asks for mercy. Lock throws him away and mutters “What do I care.” Turns back to screen, to find two men splattered there, also with a message to Lock on it – “Your little maggot friend has been captured – bring three million bucks to the usual spot and he may go free – if you’re lucky.”

Lock turns around with angry look on face, and sees man he threw away laugh and run off.

Lock goes to usual spot, ready to fight. Same man asks him where the money is, Lock grabs him, only to be held up by many more men at gun point. He is taken to a prison.

Inside the prison, Lock manages to escape (unsure of how yet), and blows up the prison. He is on a rocky mountainside. He flies off, in search of the maggot.

During flight (tone colour changes with every scene Lock flies through) Lock visits:
Africa (traditional African)

Egypt (traditional Egyptian)

Castle (medieval chants)

Saruman’s tower (gets caught by Gandalf in LOTR rip off (Lock as moth) and thwacks him off the tower) (strings)

Punk concert (punk)

Bar (12 bar blues)

Mexico (traditional Mexican)

Finally, Lock arrives at a gigantic blimp. He makes his way inside, to see a shadowy seat. Seat turns around to reveal Toad, with maggot in cage behind him. Toad says
“Well, you’ve found me. Congratulations. Now, go get your maggot friend. But – be quick…” (laughs)

At this he pushes the cage out, and Lock lunges for it, knocking Toad out as well. Toad sticks his tongue out and attaches it to Blimp, swinging. 

Lock flies down as fast as he can, and catches maggot just before he hits the ground. Places his down gently, then flies up and whacks Toad in Spiderman rip off… Toad swings up and into blimp. Fight scene follows, with Lock shooting the helium section of blimp. Giant explosion follows, with Lock just escaping. Shot of black sooty Toad flying out follows.

Finally, Lock flies back into home and picks up a drink, finishes with main theme.

Thursday 1/7/04 Again:
Slight plot changes. Trailer is shown, and everyone is booing. When booing finishes, applause is heard, and everyone wonders what it is. Zooms into Lock on armrest. Everyone sighs and Bongo says “Don’t worry, it’s just a stupid fly.”

He takes out his swatter… rest proceeds as normal.

Once into blimp, Toad says “The maggot was just a decoy. I have a proposition for you. We need to work together if we’re going to make the best movie ever made. You’ve seen what they thought of our trailer. Now, work with me, and we can be infamous!”

Lock of course chooses against this option, so Toad takes out cage with maggot, and holds both it and the movie reel over the edge. “They hate your trailer, and they hate maggots. No matter what you choose, they’ll hate you nonetheless!!! Now choose!!!”

Toad speaks through a cassette tape that selects his voice, makes a mistake at some point (really badly explained but I know what I mean).

Tuesday 13/7/04:

Decided to add a new scene in today – a scene with a lady fly. In this scene, Lock sees the lady fly and is enamored by her beauty. Standard cartoon drop-jaw and zooming eyes and stuff… as for the theme:

· Inspired greatly by the Jessica scenes in “Who Framed Roger Rabbit”

· Muted trumpet plays main theme, with trombone playing bass

· Different rhythm for the melody, whole song is slower and more suggestive 

Sunday 18/7/04:
Today came up with the fight theme, however due to lack of recording abilities (and the fact that it’s six past twelve at night… AND have to be up for the first day of school tomorrow… today in fact), I’ll have to write it here and try to remember.

· It starts with a bass walking up and down: C, B flat, G, F, G, B flat, C etc etc

· After this goes for two runs through, drums come in with solo.

· After the third time through, an electric guitar comes in playing a chord right on every beat as the bass would normally do.

And that’s as far as I came up with for that. This theme replaces the initial thoughts for the action sequence (mentioned on the 1st July).

I also worked out another mood for me to set: The bar scene…

· Same melody as main theme, however with a swing rhythm.

· Walking bass in background instead of standard riff

· Trumpet to play melody in swing rhythm

· At the “stop” point, a harp plays steadily up during the pause, finishing on the same note as the fill-in starts on.

· Fill-in is played an octave lower rather than higher, with the tuba or trombone.

· Possibly add some piano chords in also.

Regarding the plot, I also decided that it would be easier to stick to the moods I have already rather than the flying scene switching tone colour. So after scrapping that idea, the final list of songs is:

· Main theme – light hearted

· Fight theme – pensive

· Lady-fly theme – swing romance theme

· Swing theme – bar talk

· Shock theme – as the maggot falls to the ground and Lock flies to catch it

While all these moods have to be different (obviously), at the same time all of them fit in with the feel of the overall movie; a light-hearted take off not meant to be taken seriously.

Thursday 22/7/04:

Decided on a theme for the bad guy. The piano uses big chords going from Gm to Gm7, then from Cm to Cm7, to D etc. The bass does the same rhythmic pattern as the original theme. Have yet to add in other instruments however.

I also decided that this would begin on the blimp, as the bad guy (now decided to be Barry “Baz” Ooka) talks to Lock, and lets the items drop. This will then progress into the monumental ending sequence, which I’ve somewhat attempted with little success on the piano. 

Friday 23/7/04:
Completed the recording of the drums, bass and piano parts for the main theme, have yet to work out other instruments as “fillers”.

Wednesday 28/7/04:

Semi-worked out the ending sequence on piano. It currently involves switching from G Minor to Major, with arpeggios and the seventh in the bass. This has progressed from the experiments that I made on the 22nd.

Changed some plot ideas too, now after Lock comes into the bar, he talks to Baz Ooka, and the lady fly comes out. As he’s gawking, Baz pulls out some fly spray and knocks Lock out. He reawakens on the blimp, with Baz holding the trailer and maggot over the edge. Lock only catches the maggot, and as he watches the trailer fall to the ground in shock, Toad jumps in and catches it. After giving Lock the thumbs up, Lock goes to destroy the blimp.

Tuesday 3/8/04:
Finished writing the bar scene/progression into lady fly scene. Now, we’ve got a little over a week left until it’s due… meaning that I’m really going to have to get my backside into gear and do some recording and more scenes before then. This might end up being a still shot movie, I seriously hope not though. I should have it done in time, as long as I can get all this recording done, and the end sequence fully written. I think that’s about all I have left. Which is good. ( As soon as it’s finished, we’re going to the Opera House with school… I get to dress up in a suit. You can’t really argue with that as a reward, can you? 

Thursday 5/8/04:

Did a lot of recording today – the full fight theme with bongos, drums and bass… have yet to add the guitar and keyboard (if I choose to go with them).

I also recorded the swing theme which then progressed into the muted trumpet bit. The bass recording isn’t even nearly up to scratch, and I have yet to add the trombone in, but the drums and trumpet are complete.

Finally, I burnt all three scenes to CD, and added the opening theme into the actual movie itself, and synced it all up. It’s looking good.

However, after getting home, I realized that the copy of the fight theme that we burnt onto the CD had the melody from the opening theme superimposed on top. I’ll need to re-burn it. Dargh.

Friday 6/8/04:
I re-recorded the bass for the swing theme, and added the trombone in. I also fixed up the error in the fight theme. Less than a week to go… and because I went to Kadi’s party straight after school, I wasn’t able to work today or tomorrow for that matter.

Sunday 8/8/04:
I continued work on the bar scene, I got the first 15 seconds or so synced well. Also did some other random scenes from right throughout, which have yet to be placed in the movie.

Monday 9/8/04:
Was able to take the day off today, meaning that I got masses of work on the movie done. Unfortunately, I still didn’t have the fight theme, so I couldn’t sync that, but I did manage to nearly complete the bar sequence, up until the muted trumpet bit.

Tuesday 10/8/04:
Mr Blatch was away today!!! That is not good. It meant that I couldn’t record the final theme, or get the copy of the fight theme from the CD. ARGH, I don’t know how I’m going to get time to complete it now, as it’s due on THURSDAY. I’m sure I’ll survive, but it’s going to be tight. But today I managed to complete the bar scene and create a bit more of the fighting and ending sequences.

YES… just got a call from Mr Blatch, saying that because he wasn’t there today and wasn’t going to be for a while (he’s really sick it seems), the composition isn’t going to be due until he is better. Thank God.

Thursday 12/8/04
Went to the opera house tonight… what a fantastic time. It’s a real shame that Mr Blatch wasn’t able to be there… but I’m sure God had a reason for doing it. At any rate, I ended the debate in my mind about whether to go with the written song or the piano solo for the ending sequence: I’ll do both. The piano solo with the words on top. As far as I can see, with a little bit of modification, it should all work pretty well. Here’s hoping anyway.

Tuesday 17/8/04
Just completed some random scenes from the fight and ending themes today, also continued working out the ending sequence. It’s still very much the same as it was previously, but I’ve decided that I WILL do both the solo and the lyrics. Which means I’ve got quite a bit of work ahead of me.

Wednesday 18/8/04
Geez, what is it with musos and leaving everything till the last minute??? It’s times like these I wish I were more organised. But anyway…

Alright, today I managed to work out how Luke will sing “I’m Flyin’ Here”, and fully work out the piano part for it. I then PLAYED this piano part, and Luke sang it, and we recorded it. I also recorded strings into the background and also me singing the “I’m flyin’ here” bits after Luke was finished. So that meant that all the recordings were finished.

That afternoon, I normalized all the volumes so that there would be less distortion if I needed to turn them up or down. But it’s all good now. I also re-recorded the keyboard in the main theme (finally).

THEN I got home, and after tea and stuff started working at about half past 7. I managed to finish the actual movie bits (after inserting all the proper sound files now) at 9:37… which has always been my favourite time of the day. It just looks and sounds cool. Nine thirty-seven. But anyway, after that I did some more work on my Geography stuff… which is also due tomorrow. Then I began working on my analysis’ for the songs. I managed to get all of them done by I don’t really know what time… 

But I do know that it is now 12:31am on Thursday morning… the day that it’s due… and I still haven’t finished my Geography. Stinking musos and their late organisational skills (if they have any that is). But I can look at it this way – as soon as I finish typing this, I just have to make the process diary look pretty, print it off and I’ve finished what is worth 33% of my mark. Now THAT’S something. All 7 pages of this monolith of a process diary… 8 if you include the “I’m Flyin’ Here” bit… then 16 if you count the analysis’. That’s a hard word to spell. Analysis’. But anyway, I’ll just write in the one new verse for “I’m Flyin’ Here”, which were written on the spur of the moment while I was working out the song with Luke in the practise room. I really like this verse better than the other one, it keeps the metaphor going a lot better and still fits in with the rest of the song.

I have got my life

But I guess that’s the thing

There must be something more

It’s kinda hard to fly with one wing

So that’s the new second verse. I just have to print off this process diary, burn the movie to a CD, and then I’m done. Then I can just finish the Geography jazz, and I might be asleep before two. If I’m lucky. Man, this isn’t good. Ah well, I’M DONE!!! YAY!!!

